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1893 Mao Zedong was born on December 26 in the 
small village of Shaoshan in the province of Hunan 
(Southeast China).

1911 Mao, now seventeen, watched as the Revolution of 
1911 erupted in China, leading to the fall of the last 
Chinese empire, the Qing.

1912 After the Qing formally abdicated, Mao served 
briefly in the Republican army and then quit to 
resume his studies. He re-enrolled in middle school 
in Changsha, where he studied world history, 
literature, and Chinese and European philosophy.

1918 Mao graduated from middle school and traveled 
to Beijing. There he became actively involved in 
the May Fourth Movement and began publishing 
articles in local journals promoting cultural reform. 
By 1920, Mao had once again settled in Changsha.

1921 Mao became one of the first members of the new 
Chinese Communist Party (CCP).

1923 Under encouragement from the Comintern and  
the CCP, Mao became a member of the 
Guomingdang (GMD), or Nationalist Party. Mao 
became an influential member of both the GMD 
and CCP and worked to solidify the alliance 
between the two parties. 

1926 Mao became involved in peasant mobilization in 
his work as a propagandist for the United Front 
and as an instructor for the United Front’s Peasant 
Training Institute.

1927 Right-wing elements of the GMD led by Chiang 
Kai-shek carried out a crackdown on Communists, 
organized labor, and peasant associations, leading 
to the imprisonment or execution of hundreds 
of left-wing leaders. Mao fled with his forces 
to Jiangxi province where he established a 
stronghold in the mountains. 

1928 Hedged in by enemy forces in the mountains, 
Mao was largely cut off from CCP and Comintern 
contact for nearly a year. In the mountains, Mao 
experimented with collective agriculture and built 
a peasant army trained in guerrilla tactics. 

1929 Mao descended from the mountains and joined 
other CCP leaders to establish a major Communist 
base in Jiangxi province, known as the Jiangxi 
Soviet. 

1931 The GMD initiated a major campaign to completely 
stamp out Communist influence in China.

	 In the same year, the Japanese military planted a 
bomb on a railway in Manchuria in order to justify 
a full-scale invasion of Manchuria, which was 
quickly transformed into a Japanese colony. 

1934 The “Long March” is undertaken. An army of 
80,000 CCP loyalists marched over 6000 miles from 
the Jiangxi Soviet to Yan’an in Shaanxi province, 
sustaining heavy losses from disease, famine, and 
enemy attack.

1937 Japan launched a full-scale invasion of China, 
which marked the beginning of the Sino-Japanese 
War (1937-1945).

1943 Mao received the title of “Chairman” of the 
Communist Central Committee — a title that 
heretofore had not existed — and Chairman of the 
Politburo, making him the unchallenged leader of 
the CCP. 

1945 The final surrender of Japan after the American 
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki brought 
the Sino-Japanese War to a close. The conflict 
between the CCP and the GMD reemerged. 

1949 With the GMD on the eve of its defeat, Mao 
announced the formation of the People’s Republic 
of China (PRC) on October 1.

1950 The Korean War begins (1950-53). Mao ordered 
PRC troops to reinforce the North Koreans, and 
together they forced UN troops to retreat behind 
the 38th parallel.

1956 Mao delivered his famous “hundred flowers” 
speech. Those who had followed Mao’s 
encouragement to ”let a hundred flowers bloom, 
let a hundred schools of thought contend” were 
imprisoned or sent to labor camps. 

1958 Mao launched “The Great Leap Forward,” a new 
economic program that was to increase output at 
all levels. It failed and led to widespread famine 
and a drastic drop in production. Mao ceded party 
leadership to other prominent members of the CCP, 
most notably Liu Shaoqi and Deng Xiaoping.

1966 Mao launched the Great Proletariat Cultural 
Revolution (1966-1976). The movement resulted 
in political disorder, terror, and violence, as the 
country was thrown into chaos.

1972 Mao invited President Richard Nixon of the United 
States to visit China. 

1973 Mao allowed Deng Xiaoping, one of the reformers 
removed from party leadership during the first 
years of the Cultural Revolution, to reenter politics, 
incurring the criticism of the revolutionary purists 
within the party. 

1976 On September 9, Mao Zedong died at the age  
of 81. 
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